taken of it. About the 11th of July we hear of the simultaneous outbreak of cholera in the districts of Patna, Mymensing, and Sylhet j* the former situated to the extreme west, and the latter to the east of the Province of Bengal In August and the following months Calcutta was affected, 25,000 of its inhabitants having been under medical treatment for the disease. Of these 4,000 died; but it is worthy of notice that scarcely a case of cholera occurred among several thousand prisoners confined in the Allipore Jail. Copies of some of the original reports, from which these details have been compiled, are still preserved among the M. S. Proceedings of the Bengal Medical Board, and are well worth studying; but they do net appear among the Office records in the order above indicated, no special reports on cholera having been called for, or received by the Board until the end of the year.
The Proceedings of the Medical Board, to which I shall frequently have to refer, consist of a series of day books in which entries have been made regarding the current work of the Office. These records are particularly valuable, therefore, in tracing the history of a disease such as we are now considering, because they give ns the opinions entertained by the members of the Board at the time the events brought to their notice actually occurred,?ideas which might very probably have undergone considerable modification if recorded at a subsequent period, and reviewed by the light of further experience or knowledge of the matter in hand. This fact is well illustrated in reference to the correspondence regarding the outbreak of the cholera of 1817.
The first notice in " the Proceedings" of this epidemic is in a letter from Dr. Tytler, Civil Surgeon of Jessore, to the Judge of the district, dated August 23rd, 1817. He writes:?"An epidemic has broken out in the bazar, the disorder commencing with pain or uneasiness in different parts of the body, presently succeeded by giddiness of the head, sickness, vomiting, griping in the belly, and frequent stools. The countenance exhibits much anxiety, the body becomes emaciated, the pulse rapidly sinks, and the patient, if not speedily relieved with large doses of calomel, followed by one of opium, it carries him off within four and twenty hours."f As the disease was spreading rapidly, and the natives were panic-stricken, and rushing from the town, the Judge thought it advisable to close his Court, and immediately reported the circumstance to the Supreme Government, enclosing a copy of Dr " it was not met with between Nagpore and Mooltan, a distance of 70 miles, and Bantool, a large town in the direct road from the river to Mooltan, was entirely exempt from its visitation."? On the 3rd of July the disease was in full force at Jaulum. " In the Province of Candeish, where there is not sufficient population, and but little intercourse between the villages, its progress was slow; it appeared in the capital of the district in the middle of July, and at the end of August at Surat." Dr. Kennedy says the disease was imported from the former to the latter place by a body of prisoners. " At Pundsrpoor, to the south of Bombay, it happened to break out at the time of the great jatra, and was spread at once in all directions by the pilgrims returning to their homes. The poison would seem to have been more concentrated there from there being so many sources of production ; the number of deaths in a few days was estimated at 3,000, and the patients were described as having been 
